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Artist hopes to share his vision
Most people who know local artist Mayo Mac Boggs know that he is a man of ideas. Not just ordinary ideas, but forward-thinking ideas that catch attention.
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Most people who know local artist Mayo Mac Boggs know that he is a man of ideas. Not just ordinary ideas, but forward-thinking ideas that catch attention.

When he arrived to his first faculty meeting at Converse College in 1970, wearing jeans, a tie-dyed undershirt and sandals, the administration knew that he had brought new ideas to the school. He even had to defend his new ideas on a regular basis to the administration as he taught in non-traditional ways. 

Using band saws and a drill press at a women’s college just didn’t seem to fit. But that didn’t bother Boggs, and after more than 30 years at Converse, his unique character and teaching style have made an impact on hundreds of art students.

Now, Boggs wants to bring his forward thinking to the rest of the world. Though his own sculptures and two-dimensional works have been purchased by collectors worldwide, the project Boggs has in mind now is not one meant for a personal or corporate art collection. 

It’s a monument, designed to unite people all over the world through space and time – not a new concept for Boggs. His interest in the concept began at an early age when he considered the people in his native Kentucky who were living, working and eating underground in coal mines.

Then, while studying the energy displayed in Michelangelo’s “Creation of Adam” during his first art history class 35 years ago, the power of space took hold again. The power shown in the space between God’s finger and Adam’s finger was the same power that Boggs thought could be used to connect people from different areas. 

In 1985, Boggs won a national competition to build a site-specific sculpture that would be displayed for three months in Piedmont Park in Atlanta, Ga. The piece was enjoyed so much that Atlanta residents petitioned the city to keep the sculpture after the three months had ended. Even though the work did come down, the ideas behind it have maintained their strength in Boggs’ mind.

Boggs has developed plans for a monument that would provide a place for visitors to reflect on the tragedy of Sept. 11. 

“With identical sculptures placed all over the United States, as well as in other countries, people visiting the monument would be united, at least for a moment, as they walk through the identical spaces,” he said. 

“The result would be that people, hundreds or thousands of miles apart, would be unified through their similar experience.” 

In less than 60 days, Boggs made professional contacts, completed his first set of drawings and completed three sets of models of the monument, which he calls the Halo Project. The monument includes two large twin towers joined by a halo all made of polished steel.

“There is nothing like this in the world that sculpturally brings human beings together beyond the limitations of space and time,” he said.

The monument is designed to stand 29 feet high at its peak and 16 feet wide. Tate Metalworks, a local fabrication company, has the capability to construct the monument and has already expressed an interest in doing so. 

Boggs has estimated a total cost for the monument to be around $200,000, which would include site preparation, materials and installation. Boggs says he’s not looking for a personal profit although he has included travel expenses in his estimate. Once the first monument is built, Boggs wants to travel to other cities to share the global nature of the project with other communities. 

Though he once had hoped to put the monument at the Liberty Garden at Spartanburg Regional Medical Center, the details and funding could not be secured in time since the Liberty Garden was well under construction before Boggs plans were complete. 

Tom Jennings, vice president of planning for the hospital, is still very supportive of having the first monument in Spartanburg.

“I think it needs to be in a place where a lot of people could see it,” he said.

Boggs still hopes to establish the first monument in Spartanburg. This monument is a way to memorialize the recent tragic events while looking toward a more unified future, he said. 

Larry Kendall, an executive vice president with the Argo Corp., affiliated with the M.B. Kahn Foundation, met Boggs during the company’s work on the expansion of the Milliken Arts Building at Converse. 

Kendall was impressed with Boggs’ free spirit and the obvious respect he has earned from his students. 

“We are a corporate organization with an interest in the arts, and we try to be supportive as much as we can,” Kendall said. His company has already made a donation toward the project. 

“My goal is to have a strong grassroots response from the Spartanburg citizens hopefully with a challenge grant or donation from a prominent local citizen,” Boggs said. “Starting a project of this scale could really put Spartanburg on the map.”

To learn more about supporting the Halo project, visit http://myartweb.com, or contact Boggs at 579-2938.
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